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TIM’S HOLIDAY TIPS
The holidays are coming, so is Christmas and the new year
celebrations, 6 weeks of fun in the sun (Slip, Slop Slapped of
course!). But what to do on those days when the words “I’m Bored”
come out of your children’s mouths. Here are a few things I found:

WONDER AND CURIOSITY ($16 PER CHILD)
Keep the wonder of Unseen Forces (December 14th) alive with a trip
to the Arctic Sound experience. What kind of sounds echo through
the ice? What kind of music can water make? Find out as you explore
mother nature with Thea Rossen and Jesse Deane. 27 & 28th January.
Bookings essential! For more information click here:
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-culture/artplay/
whats-on/Pages/arctic-sound-experience.aspx

Thea and Jesse also have a show called Drip Drop Play where you
can get your splash on with the artists and enjoy a nice refreshing
sensory experience.
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-culture/artplay/
whats-on/Pages/drip-drop-play.aspx

MATHS AROUND YOUR HOME (COST OF MATERIALS)
Bring maths into activities in ways that the children don’t even
realise. Bake! Measure, build and wonder. How many cups of water
do you think would fill the blow up pool? Is that the best way to find
out? If we want to plant these herbs, how big does our planter box
need to be? Measure, cut, nail and hit your thumb with the hammer.
You can turn your kitchen into a laboratory! What happens
when… Kidspot has loads of science experiments you can achieve in
the kitchen. What happens if you change the quantity? Half, double,
etc. How much water do I use to clean the kitchen afterwards!

FINE MOTOR SKILLS AND CREATIVITY (FREE)
Improve your fine motor skills with Paperazzi Design Studio’s market
themed paper-craft-bonanza, it is a free drop in activity for the family
between 15th – 19th January.

TERM DATES 2017/18
TERM 4: Mon 9 Oct to
Fri 22 Dec
TERM 1: Tue 30 Jan (for all
grades)
to Thu 29 March

TERM 2: 16 April to 29 June
TERM 3: 16 July to 21 Sept
TERM 4: 8 Oct to 21 Dec

CALENDAR
TUES 12 DEC

Year 6 to Year 7 Transition

THURS 14 DEC Unseen Forces-Art Project 6.00 – 7.30pm
FRI 15 DEC
MON 18 DEC

FRI 22 DEC

Family End of Year Picnic from 7.30pm
2018 Classes announced
Reports available on Compass
Whole School Excursion – see Compass on
23 November

Sprout only open for coffees on the last day
of term, no recess or lunch
Last day of the school year,
early finish at 1.30pm

UNSEEN
FORCES

http://www.visitvictoria.com/regions/Melbourne/Events/Family/
School-holiday-activity-The-paper-market.aspx

STORY TELLING AND WONDER WALK (FREE)
Take off in the car for a 90 minute cruise to Warburton, then take a dirt
road to the majestic Red Wood forest. Take in 1476 trees ranging from
20m to 55 meters in height all planted in straight lines to create some
spectacular views. There are plenty of tracks to explore outside of
the forest. Make a day of it, take a packed lunch and make up stories
about what created those Giant nests! Let the imagination run… Be
mindful though, there are no public toilets. For more information on
how to get there check out the website below:
https://www.visitwarburton.com.au/activity/redwood-forestcement-creek

These are just a few of the plethora of things you can get involved
with in the holidays! Your children have worked hard all year – they
need a rest – but that doesn’t mean we can’t sneak some learning
opportunities in there too!
Tim Plummer

BRUNSWICK NORTH WEST
PRIMARY ARTS FESTIVAL
Thursday 14 December 2017
6pm - 7.30pm Arts Festival

7.30pm - 9pm Family Picnic

Culloden Street, West Brunswick
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
2018 TEACHING TEAMS

2018 BUILDING WORKS

I know many students and their families
have been waiting patiently for this
information! Our 2018 workforce
planning is almost finalised. We have
successfully appointed our contracted
classroom teachers and are pleased to
introduce 3 new teachers to the BNW
community; Jessie Meade, Larissa Fry and
Belle Martys. We are also very pleased
to announce the re-hiring of Michael
McLaughlan, Faith Kelly, Ben Coady and
Nici Fausten for the 2018 school year. The
standard of applications and interviews
was outstandingly competitive and we
are excited that our chosen applicants
demonstrate not only distinguished
teaching practice, but a passion for BNWPS,
its community and its values.
Today we farewell Felix Lloyd who has been
teaching a 5/6 grade. Felix has made a
wonderful contribution to Brunswick North
West in his time here and leaves us to be
with his family interstate. We would like to
thank Felix and wish him all the best for the
future.
Jesse Hughes-Welch and Mellissa Marlatt
will both be on leave for 2018, while Celia
Dickinson and Claire Cotton are currently
enjoying their brand new families with the
possibility of returning to school in the
second semester of 2018.
Informed by the strengths and personalities
of the new workforce, we have formed the
following teaching teams:
FOUNDATION: Rebecca Ewer (Team
Leader), Belle Martys, Ben Coady, Chris
Moed, Deb Robins, Nici Fausten.
JUNIORS: Lori Kirk (Team Leader), Faith
Kelly, Jessica Brown, Larissa Fry, Shalani
Marasinghe
MIDDLES: Ann Laming (Team Leader), Alice
Hamilton, Bridgette Hall, Kate Middleton,
Michael McLaughlan
SENIORS: Tim Plummer (Team Leader),
Jessie Meade, Linda Van de Wall
Class lists will be distributed via Compass
next Friday, that will outline your child’s
classmates and teacher for 2018. Teaching
staff have worked on these lists over three
weeks to find the best combination of
needs, personalities and friendships that
allow for positive and engaging learning
environments for every student in the
school. As per the class formation policy,
appeals can be made in writing until
Tuesday December 19th, however it is
important to note that an appeal will not
automatically mean a change in outcome.

Anyone who has visited the school grounds Last Tuesday evening our Grade 6 cohort
over the last two weeks will have noticed
graduated from primary school in style!
a large installation of temporary fencing
The evening started with a disco dance
across our school yard! This is a truck
party and dinner and finished up with
passageway, to ensure children’s safety
each of the graduates reading a speech to
while our 2018 relocatable building is put
a crowd of families and loved ones so big
in place. The rapid growth of our amazing
that we had people spilling out of the MPR!
school means that we are running out
It was so lovely to hear each student share
of space for our delightful kiddies and
a reflection of their time at primary school
relocatable buildings are a quick way for
and I was exceptionally proud at the
the Department of Education to respond to speaking ability of many of our students
our growth. Unfortunately this relocatable
during an emotional evening (the students
building position will require some trees
certainly did much better than me - I was a
to be cut down, but we have managed to
teary mess during my speech!)
negotiate with the builders so the most
mature trees will remain. As our growth has Thank you to all the students, families and
teachers who helped set up and attended
increased significantly since August (when
the graduation evening - your support of
the buildings are first allocated), we will
our graduating class was wonderful to see.
receive another relocatable that should be
ready for learners in February 2018.
I want to make special mention of Eram
- this year’s Suzanne Peterson Award
I am super excited to announce that
winner. Each year the teachers elect just
Brunswick North West Primary School was
one recipient of this very special award
successful in receiving a $200,000 Inclusive
and Eram is a very deserving winner!
Schools Fund grant for our Sensory
Congratulations Eram and the whole
Playground! The sensory playground is
Graduating Class of 2017!
aimed to provide students with a range
of sensory experiences that complement
our existing woodlands and bush play
area. The initial design of this playground
was informed by
students within the
school and families
of students with
SPROUT IS ONLY OPEN FOR COFFEES ON THE LAST
additional sensory
DAY OF TERM, 22 DECEMBER, THERE IS NO RECESS OR
needs and was based
LUNCH.
off the playground
at Canberra’s
Hi Everyone! Well here we are at the pointy end of the
Arboretum. I thank
year!
all the students and
families who put so
I HAVE SOME IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR
much effort into their
YOU.
design ideas and
Firstly, a reminder that End of Term BBQ is on Wednesday
feedback. I also want
20th Dec (not the last day of term).
to thank Nicole Butler
for her support over
On the last day of term Sprout will be open for coffee and
12 months of grant
treats in the morning but will be closed for recess and
lunch. In other words, there will be no food provided to
writing and endless
students on the final day of term.
questions from me!
Further design work
Speaking of the final day of term, this is a call out to
and the build of
parents for help with moving the furniture off the
this playground will
deck and into the space under the school. Many hands
occur in 2018 and I
make light work!! Please let me know if you can help.
will be sure to keep
And finally, some news for you all. Sprout now has access
you updated with the
to an eftpos machine in the morning!! There will be a $5
progress.
minimum. Obviously, this is not available for students,
lunch orders will still need to be cash only for the
moment. We are looking at a different ordering system
for next year, but in the meantime please continue as
normal. Watch this space!
Thank you lovely people!
Kris
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GRADE 6 GRADUATION

DO YOU HAVE SKILLS
IN GRAPHIC DESIGN
AND LAYOUT?

2018 SCHOOL FEES
At BNW, we try to limit additional costs
to families, however every two years our
Finance Committee, in consultation with
School Council, analyses our school fee
structure to see if it adequately meets the
educational needs of our students. School
Council has approved an increase to 2018’s
school fees from $340 to $400 per student
per year (with a small additional cost for
Grade 6 students). Our School Fees cover
costs such as stationery, subject materials,
excursions, our Garden Education program,
ICT resources and much more, and is
significantly less than many other schools
in our local area. We trust that the school
community will find huge value and benefit
from this increase in school fees. More
information around how school fees are
used and varied payment options will be
coming out on Compass soon, but please
don’t hesitate to contact the school if you
have any questions or concerns.
Hannah Reid

LAST DAY OF TERM
AND SCHOOL
YEAR:

CURRENT
NOTICES
• Permission for Whole School
End of Year Excursion on 18
Dec to Coburg Pool, please give
permission and payment urgently
on Compass by 14 December
• BBQ notes, sent to each child on
21 November, please return by
13 December latest

THERE
WILL B
ASSEM
E
WE LO BLY ITEMNO FURTH
S THIS
ER
O
K
FO
NEX T
ASSEMRWARD TOYEAR.
TERM BLY ITEM THE
S IN
1, 201
8!

There was an error on the school calendar
regarding this date.

The correct, last day of the school year
is Friday 22 December. There is an early
finish at 1.30pm on this day. Please ensure
arrangements are in place for students to
be collected at 1.30pm or to attend OSHC.

SCHOOL BANKING
The last school banking for the year will be
next Thursday 14 December. It will resume
in week 3 of term 1, 2018.

LOST PROPERTY
We have a large amount of lost property located
near Unit BH, in the hall behind the office. Please
check this area for anything belonging to your
child/ren.

All unclaimed, un-named lost property is
taken to charity on the last day of term.

WANT TO BE
PART OF THE
COOLEST SCHOOL
“COMMITTEE” ON
CAMPUS?
The Make-It-Pretty Committee* is
looking for a couple of extra parents to
help with the school’s communication
needs. This involves:
• occasional layout of the school
newsletter
• occasional flyers and information
documents that help
promote the school
• material for the annual Winter Magic
Market
• anything else the office or teachers
dream up
Currently this amazing committee is a
team of two.
Please speak to Debbie Wood
(Mum of Toby BH and Artie NF)
0412 763 473 /
debbiewoodcreative@me.com
to find out more.
Knowledge in Adobe CS and access
to software is kind of important.
Thanks! Deb
(Founder of MSP Committee)
* not an officially sanctioned committee by
school council

PE FROM TOM NELSON
This term has been very exciting for the PE department. After the success of
the Whole School Sports Day early in the term students have focussed on
improving their cricket skills and tennis skills. Some 40 grade 3/4 students
were lucky enough to attend the T20 Blast Competition held in Oak Park.
Students were fantastic on the day, showing off their cricketing skill and
also their fantastic sportspersonship. I’d like to thank all students and
parents who attended the day.
To finish off the term we were very lucky to have coaches from East Coburg
Tennis club come to school to run a 3 week tennis clinic. It was amazing
to see how much students improved in the 3 weeks of lessons from the
fantastic coaches. If your child is interested in continuing to play tennis
please contact Lynton at Elite Tennis Academy on 0407 697 941 to organise
some lessons.
I would also like to thank all the grade 6 students for all their hard work this
year in their PE classes. I’ve had fun every single lesson I’ve taught you and
will miss you next year! Good luck next year in high school and I wish you
all the best in your future sporting endeavours.
Tom Nelson
CREATIVITY
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UNSEEN FORCES
THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER

at BNWPS

STUDENTS ARE TO BE SEATED WITH THEIR
TEACHER AT 5:45 FOR 6.00PM START.
Students to wear a white top and dark pants
Parents will be responsible for their child’s duty of care for the
Arts Festival.
The Picnic will commence at 7:30 at the Art Festival’s
conclusion-please bring all food and drinks, plates and cups
as well as chairs and picnic rugs etc.

Luke Kane

YOUNG AUTHORS
AWARD 2017

Hello Everyone,
I can’t believe there are only 2 weeks left until the end of the
year – just when I started to get used to write 2017 and not 2016
anymore!
As most of you have noticed there has been a change in the roll
for After School Care. It looks like we are getting popular and our
numbers are getting bigger and bigger, so we have decided to split
the roll in 3 rolls: Foundation, Junior (grade1 & grade2) and Middle
& Senior (grade 3 to grade 6). This would help children to settle in
the program smoothly, reducing the time for the roll call. Children
are only split for the roll call time. Once the roll is done, they are
able to move around throughout the OSHC spaces, engage with
the activities and play with each other.

IMPORTANT NOTES AND DATES:

Congratulations to all the winners of the 2017 Young Authors’
Award.
EAMON REILLY: FOUNDATION “The Magic Clam”
QUEENA KAMARATUNGGA: YEAR ONE “ Quworabella Didn’t Want To Keep
Her Promise And Share”
CHARLIE TATE: YEAR TWO “The Mysterious Package”
WESLEY MCKENZIE: YEAR THREE “Dolls”
ISLA BRUNT: YEAR FOUR “The Monster From the Attic”
INEZ SINGER: YEAR FIVE “1969: The Moon Landing”
MATILDA CAFFREY: YEAR SIX “The Life and Times of a Single Mother”

Please come and listen to excerpts read by the authors in UNIT
CM & DR at the ARTS FESTIVAL on Thursday, 14th December.

Kate Middleton

As the MPR will be occupied for the Art Festival Wed the 13th
and Thu the 14th, can you please remind your child/ren to go to
Sprout after school as a meeting point for the roll call and snack.
Children will be then allocated between the portables, library and
outside and they will be engaged with regular activities and play.
When you collect your child/ren the sign out books will be located
in the library (Aftercare only).
Last day of school is 22nd Dec 2017. School finish is at 1:30 and
OSHC will operate from 1:30pm. Last school day fees will apply.
All permanent booking changes must be communicated via email.
However, if the change occur less than 24 hours please text as well
to OSHC mobile.
Did you know we are on Twitter? Follow us at @bnwps_oshc
for program updates and discover what things your children love
to do.
New Enrolment Process for 2018: it will now be done online.
Currently we are setting up the system. Watch this space for more
information and details.

MESSAGE FROM SUZANNE (BUSINESS
MANAGER):
Payments into the school bank: Just a reminder when you pay
your OSHC accounts by direct deposit - please put “OSHC <child’s surname>” in the description/reference part. The account
is the BNWPS school’s general account, so Suzanne will not know
what is being paid and who has paid it, unless this reference is
completed correctly. Thank you!
BSB: 063150 A/c: 10047335

FROM THE PROGRAM:
We have had another action-packed week at OSHC. In the
last 2 weeks children have been working on creating gifts and
decorations for the festive season. Also our activities program has
included painting with different mediums, drawing and paper
craft, sewing the pillows, cardboard construction projects, Lego
and board games, creative free play opportunities and skipping.
To contact OSHC: Speak to the OSHC staff directly or email us on:
ohsc.brunswick.nw.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. The OSHC mobile is
0478 836 264.
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SHINING STARS FROM 24 NOVEMBER
UNIT NF/TP
UNIT LK
UNIT FK/CD

UNIT AL
UNIT AH
UNIT AH

Davis for listening well and making good choices
this week-well done!
Niko for your passion for reading, what an
amazing improvement you’ve made.
Nadav for always trying your hardest and being a
superstar member of Unit FK. We will miss you!
Angus for being super brave when faced with
difficult hurdles. “The force is strong with this one!”
Sadie for using great problem solving skills during
a maths game.
Josh for the exceptional effort you’ve been putting

into your learning.
Max for the incredible effort you’ve been putting
into everything! I love your “give it a go” attitude!

UNIT LVW

Lily for showing such enthusiasm for poetry
Curtis for the pride he takes in his improved
assessments. Nice growth mindsets!

UNIT JHW

Albee for the excellent progress you’ve made in
reading this year. Well done!
Patrick for always giving each task 110% and

finding a away to put your own stamp on it.

Elvie for the fantastic start you have made to

geometrocity. I can’t wait to see the finished
model.

UNIT BC/SM

Neko for always being a kind and considerate
classmate

Eleanor for your wonderfully imaginative
creative writing

HUGE THANK YOU & SHINING STAR
AWARDS TO RETIRING CET MEMBERS

Snag a festive bottle of award-winning
lemonade or throw back a refreshing, icecold glass at The Lemonade Stand Shop

Saturday 16 December, 2-5pm

Need something a bit special to take to a
family & friends gathering this season? Look
no further, The Lemonade Stand Shop has you
covered. You can buy a bottle of love-filled,
home-made lemonade for $8.00 and the
money raised from the sale will buy food for
the ASRC Foodbank!
The Lemonade Stand Shop sells homemade,
ice-cold lemonade from a strip of shops in
Pascoe Vale.
Drop by for a drink or take-home bottle. You
can even help serve lemonade if you want.
And drink lemonade. So good!
Shop hours:
• Saturday 16 December, 2-5pm
• Saturday 20 January, 2-5pm
• Saturday 17 February, 2-5pm

16 Devon Rd, Pascoe Vale

(next to the bottle shop)
From, Dot (unit MM) and Flowers (unit CM)
www.thelemonadestandshop.com
www.facebook.com/
thelemonadestandshopdevonrd

During the past three years as Chair of the Community Events and Fundraising
Team I have been blessed to work with a small team of the most amazing, generous
women. People who see things that need to be done and just get on with helping.
This year it is with many tears and a true sense of loss that we farewell two of our
CET members who are leaving the school and another who is taking a break from
CET for the time being.
CATHY FARRELL has been turning the sausages at nearly every school BBQ for a
decade. This has often involved using a precious day of leave from work, a sacrifice
that all working parents would appreciate is significant. As her youngest enters high
school we wish her, Connor and her equally generous husband Matt all the very
best. Their warmth, generosity and continual solid support shall be truly missed.
MARYAM CLARKSON and her family are moving out of the area and so we face the
early loss of another highly valued CET member. Maryam ran the plant and produce
markets for years and did it so well it became a well loved school institution. Behind
the scenes she made some of the most beautiful crafts, treats and even grew
many of the plants that were sold. She is the epitome of a quiet achiever, getting
things done without a fuss and always giving so much to her community with no
thought of anything but how to make a contribution. Her kindness, sage advice and
community mindedness makes it hard to say goodbye. We wish her and her lovely
family all the very best.
TAMSIN DOWNES is one of those fabulous people who sees you need help and just
comes up to offer the sweetest words a busy person can hear “How can I help”. She
has made our trivia nights into something truly special and I’m not sure how we
are going to run Winter Magic Market without her. It is with sincere sadness that we
accepted Tamsin’s retirement from the committee for 2018, and we sincerely hope
that when the time is right she’ll be able to bring her amazing skills to bear again.
CET will be bereft without these wonderful, generous and kind women and our
community shall be
the poorer for their
moving on. On behalf
of the broader school
community who may
26 NOV Jasper DR
4 DEC William BC/SM
not understand just how
Jensen NF/TP
Max LVW
much time you have
William JHW
5 DEC Huxley CM
given to make things
27 NOV Bening JB
6 DEC Queena FK/CD
happen I sincerely thank
29
NOV
Lilia
NF/TP
7 DEC Abdi KM
you. You shall all be
3
DEC
Sienna
KM
8 DEC Curtis LVW
missed.
9 DEC Amalmi FK/CD

BIRTHDAYS

Tanya Pittard
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CSEF: CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) is provided by
the Victorian Government to ensure that no student will miss
out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important,
educational and fun activities.
The Department of Education and Training (the Department)
administers the CSEF to assist eligible families to cover the costs
of school trips, camps and sporting activities.
Although administratively the fund is received through the
school, the full amount is intended for the benefit of the eligible
student.
Schools are required to use the CSEF payment for expenses
relating to camps, sport and/or excursions for the benefit of the
eligible student.
Some common examples of school-organised programs for
which the CSEF payment may be used include:
• School camps/trips
• Swimming and other school-organised sporting programs.
• Outdoor education programs.
• Excursions/incursions
The CSEF payment cannot be used towards voluntary school
charges, nor towards books, stationery, school uniforms,
before/after school care, music lessons, locker hire, classroom/
homework materials, graduations/formals, or other expenses
unrelated to camps, sports or excursions.

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a
student attending a registered Government or non-government
Victorian primary or secondary school must:
• on the first day of Term one, or;
• on the first day of Term two;
• Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State
Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans Affairs
Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC)
or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR
• Be a temporary foster parent, and;
• Submit an application to the school by the due date.
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or
any other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink,
are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of
(a) or (b) above
CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school,
kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE.
CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s
concession card being successfully validated with Centrelink on
the first day of either term one or two.
The amount payable for primary and secondary students is:
• $125 for Primary school students.
• $225 for Secondary school students.
CSEF payments are made directly to schools from March
onwards each year.
The CSEF program closes on 30 June each year.

WOODWIND
LESSONS 2018

PRACE
RECONNECT

RECORDER, FLUTE,
CLARINET OR SAXOPHONE
LESSONS WILL BE OFFERED
DURING SCHOOL HOURS BY
LAUREN MULLARVEY.

Return to study with support
from the PRACE Reconnect
team. We can help you find
the right course and link you
in with a range of accredited
training providers. Participants
can receive financial support to
assist with accredited training
costs and other expenses. State
gov’t funded program.
Call or SMS Adriana on 0457 892
893 or email apugliese@prace.
vic.edu.au

Lessons are suited to the learning needs
and interests of each student and cover
aspects of improvisation and composition in
addition to notation reading, music theory,
instrumental technique and correct posture.
For more in-depth information pick
up an enrollment form from the
office and feel free to email Lauren at
lauren_mullarvey@hotmail.com
if you have any further
questions.

this fortnight’s newsletter
design + layout by debbie wood

deb@bigthinkcreative.com.au,

editorial by linda henshall. Any
submissions by midday wednesday to

PRACE SEMESTER
1, 2018 COURSE
GUIDE IS NOW
AVAILABLE.
Courses on offer include English
Preliminary – Level 4, Barista
Basics, Bookkeeping & MYOB,
Computer Courses, Education
Support – Teacher’s Aide, Adult
Literacy and more…
Please ring the PRACE office
on 9462 6077 or go to our
website www.prace.vic.edu.au

henshall.linda.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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